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What if you could (in advance) get a good idea about 

how things could turn out in your life depending on 

which path forward you choose now? 

	 That’s what this tool can do for you. This gamified 

guide allows you to see where different paths lead 

when it comes to your education and career choices, 

where and how you choose to live, and what you do 

with your money. You’ll also spot potential pitfalls, have 

a road map to confidently know what to do next, and 

make choices now that benefit the future you. 

	 The choice is still yours, but now you can get a 

better idea about which options (and some you may 

have not thought of) would be best based on what you 

want and what path is the best fit for you.

HOW IT WORKS
 
Although a digital version 
of this guide is also 
available, it’s best to use a 
printed version and play 
along with a pen or pencil. 

1. You simply print this out 
and fill it in. Easy. 
 
2. When you’re done, 
don’t just put it aside. 
Leave it out where you’ll 
see it.  
 
3. Also, start now taking 
small steps down the road 
you want to go. 
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Back In Time 
It’s a miracle. You discovered a time travel tool, 
$25,000 cash, and instructions. Here’s what 
happens next.  1

Investing

QUICK QUIZ
 
Who doesn’t love time 
travel? The chance to get a 
do-over? Give your younger 
self advice, knowing what 
you know now. So let’s 
pretend it’s possible. Work 
with me.  
 
Next, have you ever 
fantasized about finding a 
big bag of cash? (Legally, of 
course.) It could happen.  
 
Finally, we all know with 
time travel that we can’t 
actually talk to ourselves. 
It’s a thing. So put all this 
together and that’s what 
makes this page possible.  
 

 

You can go back in time three years and leave the $25,000 for your 
younger self to find, but the money has to be invested in one of 
three ways. Which will you choose? Which turns out the best? Let’s 
find out so we can learn about investing, ourselves, and the power 
of time to grow our money if we play our cards right.

* The outcomes are “factimates” (estimates based on facts.) However, there’s a lot of variables so use these numbers as 
possibilities, not probabilities. (You could even lose money in the stock market.) Go to the next page for a deeper dive.

2

Invest In You Put in SavingsBuy Stocks
Investing in yourself 
includes education, 
training, starting a 

business. Your $25K 
could be:


 
 

$54,000

Putting the money in the 
stock market comes 

with risk, but also a big 
reward. Your $25K 

could be:

 
 

$32,284*

With federally insured 
long-term savings 

options your money is 
safe and your $25K 

could be: 
 

$28,122



Investing
Numbers Tell The Story 
We did the math so you don’t have to. Take a look. It’s interesting to 
see how each investment strategy pays off over a three-year period. 

TAKE NOTE 

You may be wondering why investing in the stock market total has an asterisks next to it on the previous page. We thought it would be wise to point out 
that although there is a chance for massive gains with stocks, there is also the possibility of losing it all. Sure, stocks fluctuate and if you hold onto them 
long enough they tend to bounce back and increase, but when a bubble bursts (like during the .com boom) it can wipe out not just your gains, but your 
entire investment. We also want to note that any income from any of the investments would likely be subject to taxes.  
 

3

Stock Market or Bond Market  

ASSET VALUE $28,968 $30,851 $32,285 $23,095 $28,343 $28,197 $28,589 
Average Return on Investment	 5.60%	 9.37%	 11.00%	 2.00%	 4.27%	 4.09%	 4.57%

Actual Internal Rate of Return	 5.03%	 7.26%	 8.90%	 2.61%	 3.97%	 3.99%	 4.57%

	 	 

2022 - 2024	 	 Dow Jones Ind.	 S&P 500	 S&P 500	 Dow Jones	 10 Year U.S.	 5 Year U.S.	 1 Year U.S. 
$25,000 Invested		 No Dividends	 No Dividends	 With Dividends	 Comp. Bond	 T-Bond	 T-Note	 T-Bill 

$32,285

Savings Account 

PRESENT VALUE $25,000  
Annual Interest Rate	 4.00% 
Years Invested	 	 3 
 
Future Value $28,122

 

$28,122 $54,000 Investing in Yourself 
Your ability to create value is your greatest investment. 
For example, if you spend $1,000 on a course to earn a 
certificate needed to secure your dream job, which 
also pays you $10,000 more per year because of it, 
that initial $1,000 investment in yourself will have paid 
off by $29,000 after three years.

Or, you could invest in real estate using your $25,000 as a down payment. In three years you could cash out with $28,926 total. (A 10.23% Internal Return Rate.)
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2
GOT A MINUTE?

 
* In the movie In Time 
people literally pay for 
things with a slice of their 
life. Far fetched? Not really. 
Think about it, to afford 
things we want we have to 
give up our time to earn the 
money to pay for them.  
Our time is our life. 
 
To keep things simple, let’s 
say you are paid $20 an 
hour for your time. By 
dividing the money spent 
by $20.00 we can figure 
out how many hours you 
have to work to pay for 
each expense.  
 
No judgment. Just facts. 
 

TAKE NOTE 
 
In addition to the price equation above, you'll also want to think about Opportunity Cost. This is what that 
money could have grown to, had it been invested. You don't want to be overly dramatic about it and apply it 
to everything, yet it is a real issue, especially long term.


Here is an example: Eating out can be an experience, especially when done purposefully with the right people. 
And obviously you need to eat, yet not OUT all the time. So take the difference, say $1000 per year and multiply 
that by 5% over 30 years. It isn't $30,000, it is $66,439. Only you can decide if that meal is worth it. 


 

Something to Think About 
What do things really cost? Let’s find out.*

Spending

BUY A BOAT 
Used Boston Whaler. 
$17,500 / 875 Work Hrs.

DESIGNER SHOES 
Jimmy Choo. Oh yeah! 
$875 / 44 Work Hrs.

JOIN A GYM 
Yearly membership. 
$900 / 45 Work Hrs.

CONCERTS 
A concert a month. 
$1,440 / 72 Work Hrs. 

BUY A CAMPER 
Small used Airstream. 
$53,000 / 2650 Work Hrs. 

GET A PET 
Annual cost of a dog.

$2,500 / 125 Work Hrs.

PLAYSTATION 5 
Pro Bundle. Go big.  
$775 / 39 Work Hrs.

EAT LUNCH OUT 
Five days a week.  
$5,000 / 250 Work Hrs.

STARBUCKS 
A latte a day, everyday.

$1,900 / 95 Work Hrs.

HEADPHONES 
The best pair of Bose. 
$449 / 18 Work Hrs.

TAKE A TRIP 
Hiking in Costa Rica. 
$3,000 / 150 Work Hrs.

MED SPA 
Three discreet visits.  
$1,500 / 75 Work Hrs. 
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3
HIGH SCORE

 
Where we choose to live 
is not just a financial 
decision; it also impacts 
our quality of life.  
 
Before deciding which is 
better, to buy or rent, first 
let’s consider how you 
want to live to determine 
what the best overall 
option might be.

 
 

Housing

Start
Your answers and reactions to the first four game squares 
can be very telling. If you thought to yourself, “yup,” then 
renting may be a good option for you—at least for now. 
Flexibility, liquidity, and not having to take responsibility for 
repairs are important to you. Travel  

You get the  
  chance to work 
    or study abroad. 
      You want to go.                Repairs 

Problems with the 
plumbing. You don’t 
have the time or 
money to fix it.

Love 
You meet 
someone new and 
fall in love… with their 
 neighborhood and want 
              to move there 	
	        and try it out. 

To Rent or Buy? 
Play along to see where you land.   

Start Up 
You and your friends 
have a sound idea for 
a new business and 
you want to buy in.

The second set of game squares assumes you can acquire 
the resources to purchase property. More importantly, if you 
agree that you would like to build wealth, save on your taxes, 
have a place to call your own, and have more control over 
your life, then buying instead of renting may be the way to go.

Wealth            When you play 
                   Monopoly you  
               see owning 
         property as a smart  
move—because it can 
be a good way to 
build wealth. 
 

Saving 
Congratulations, you 
got a big bump in 
pay and now need a 
tax deduction.

Pride 
It is called pride of 
ownership. Plus you 
can customize and 
improve your place.

Stability 
Owning a place means 
no rent increases, no 
eviction notices, and 
pets are welcome.

5
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Congratulations 
Your rich uncle gifted you $50,000.  
Awesome! The catch is, you have to spend it 
on transportation. (He always was a weird 
one.) Let’s test drive the options. 4

For $47,000 you get 
that new car smell 
and… depreciation.

Transportation

QUICK QUIZ
 
Q: When it comes to 
getting around, which way 
is best? Ride share? 
Bike? Car? Motorcycle? 
Public transportation? 
Llama? (I’m not sure 
llamas are street legal.) 

A: It depends. There is no 
right answer. So let’s look 
at where each option 
takes us—except for 
maybe the llama—and 
what we spend each year 
and have left at the end of 
three years. 
 

 
.

New Car

* After three years your net 
asset value + cost / gain. 

1

For half your cash 
you get a good car 
to get around.

Used Car
2

Less money down, 
but you’re really only 
renting your vehicle. 

Leased Van
Good on gas, not 
great on rainy days. 
Still, how cool?

Motorcycle

It’s like having a 
chauffeur, but it’s 
gonna cost ya.

Ride Share
Works best in urban 
areas. You’ll meet 
interesting people. 

Public
No need for a gym 
membership and 
easy on the wallet.

Bicycle

 
+ $2,743

* After three years your net 
asset value + cost / gain. 

 
+ $19,914

 
- $9,842

 
+ $19,721

 
- $10,743

* Know how teachers 
want us to show how 
we arrive at our 
answers? Turn the 
page to nerd out for a 
deep dive into the math 
behind these numbers.

3 4

5 6 7

 
+ $12,233

 
 + $20,630

* After three years your net 
asset value + cost / gain. 

* After three years your net 
asset value + cost / gain. 

* After three years your net 
asset value + cost / gain. 

* After three years your net 
asset value + cost / gain. 

* After three years your net 
asset value + cost / gain. 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Transportation
Numbers Tell The Story 
We did the math so you don’t have to. Take a look. It’s interesting 
to see how the hidden costs add up over a three-year period. 

TAKE NOTE 

Money isn’t everything, and the saying “You do you” applies when it comes to your preferred mode of transportation—that, and geography. For 
instance, a motorcycle might not be for everyone. A bike in Minneapolis in the winter… good luck with that. On the other hand, leasing a van for three 
years and using it as your home or office on wheels might be the perfect fit for you (and your dog) and where you are in your life. Yes, it’s important 
to think logically and consider the numbers, but don’t forget to listen to your heart as well.  
 

7
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$200K

Education
Smart Moves 
The cost of college and higher education.   5

GETTING SCHOOLED
 
There’s so many variables 
that go into deciding 
when, where, and which 
way to go with continuing 
education. Then there is 
what you want from it, how 
long you want it to take, 
and how much it costs—
and how to pay for it. I 
know, overwhelming. 

For now all we want you to 
do is ask yourself how 
each option feels to you. 
Your gut reaction.  
 
There is one more 
variable… if. If you want to 
take a gap year, start a 
business, or just get a job. 

 
 

Creative Ways To Make 
College Cost Less

1. Save time and money 
by skipping introductory 
courses with the CLEP 
program, a test to earn 
college credits for the 
knowledge and experience  
you already have. 
 
2. Going to school abroad 
sounds expensive, but in 
some instances the 
savings are substantial. 
 
3. Although time-
consuming, going after 
every grant can be time 
well spent. 
 
4. Some employers offer to 
pay for your education. 
 
5. There is no shame in 
hosting a GoFundMe 
campaign to raise money. 

TRADE SCHOOL 
Specific and focused training which helps you launch your career quickly.

COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
“Commuter” colleges lessen living expenses and credits can be used later. 

FOUR-YEAR UNIVERSITY 
For many this is the best and only option for a number of reasons. 

$33K

3 YRS $20K

2 YRS

4 YRS

MILITARY TRAINING 
Get trained in a marketable skill and have college tuition paid for in full.

$03 YRS

8
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6
YOU CHOOSE

 
What if I told you the 
average person works 2087 
hours a year? Well, I am 
telling you that. Some work 
even more. Easy to do 
when you love your work. 
 
1. Choosing a career just 
for its income potential is 
one way to go—especially 
if you love it. But if you 
don’t, how are you going to 
enjoy life if you don't enjoy 
the work you do?  
 
2. First, look only at the 
career descriptions to see 
which one is the best fit. 
Now look at the expected 
income for that career.  
 

This or That?  
Which career is the best fit for you?

I like to  
fix things,  

work with my 
hands, and have 

steady work.  
 

I’m an  
idea person, 

self starter, who 
is willing to work 
hard and take 

risks.   

I want  
my work to  

be creative and 
challenging, fun, 

and always 
changing.   

Artist / Designer 
$53,180 

 

  

Influencer 
$48,797 + 

Free Products 
 

College  
isn’t for me  

but traveling the 
world is. I work 
well as part of a 

team.

Freedom  
to work when 

and where I want 
plus recognition 
and influence 

drive me. 

Travel,  
healing others, 

and working in a 
field in high 
demand is  

for me.
  

Travel Nurse 
$101,000 + 

Lodging 
 

  

Military Salary 
$35,100 + 
Benefits 

 

  

Entrepreneur 
$102,804 

 

I want  
to make a 

difference, see 
the world, and 
retire young. 

 

I want  
to help others  
be their best. I 
like variety and 

challenges  
each day.

  

Skilled Trades 
$58,230 

 

 I’d love  
to work on a 

computer all day, 
every day. The 
more technical 

the better. 

Career

To me,  
teaching is  

more than a career, 
it’s a calling…  
with summer  

off.  

I enjoy  
working with 

numbers, dealing 
with details, and 

managing 
finances.

 I love  
to cook and  

work well under 
pressure. I’m 

willing to move to 
advance.   

Software Engineer 
$131,450 

 

  

Accountant 
$81,680 

 

  

Flight Attendant 
$68,370 + 
Free Travel

  

Head Cook 
$60,990 + 
Free Meals 

 

  

HR Pro 
$72,910 

 

  

Teacher 
$63,100 

 

* The above salaries are the medians for each career and can vary based on a number of factors. These come from the 
Bureau of Labor Statistics. It’s also worth noting that joy on the job isn’t solely tied to the salary you earn. 
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Future you thanks current you for taking a minute to think 

about what you can do (or not do) today to create the kind 

of tomorrow you want. The future is going to happen no 

matter what, why not shape it the way you want? 

	 So to review; there are no wrong answers, nobody will 

ever know what you chose, these are just suggestions, and 

there’s no reason you can’t change course if things 

change. This is your life, your choices.  

	 Your future looks bright. Let this guide light the way.  

 

	 —Lee Silber	 	 	 	 	 —Kim D.H. Butler			 

	     San Diego, CA	 	 	       	 	       Mt. Enterprise, TX 
	       leesilber.com	 	 	       	 	       ProperityThinkers.com 

  858-735-4533            903-822-4144       

You Got This

FUTURE YOU
 
In the movie, Back to the 
Future Marty McFly 
acquires a copy of “Grays 
Sports Almanac” (in the 
past) which means he 
knows the outcomes of all 
future sporting events.  
 
This guide also gives you a 
glimpse into what your 
future may hold, and what 
outcomes to expect—in 
advance. Powerful stuff.  
 
 

 
 

KNOWLEDGE IS POWER
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